The Strong, Silent Type

Along with “dog-like,” breeders use the words “mellow,” “laid-back” and “amicable” to
describe the Pixiebob’s personality. These traits contribute to the cat’s ability to get along
with all members of the family, no matter the age or species.

‘While the Pixiebob eagerly participates in all household activities, both Peters and Fedewa
describe the cat as quiet. The breed will welcome its owner with a cheerful greeting when he
or she returns home — and will certainly demand dinner on time — but the cat does not
chatter as some other breeds are known to do. “They are not noisy,” Peters says, pointing
outthat when it does talk, the Pixiebob uses its own style of vocalizations. “They do not
make the typical sounds of a normal cat but rather vocalize in chirps, trills and chuffs”

One typical cat sound the Pixiebob uses often is its purr. “Pixiebobs have very quiet
‘speaking’ voices but have very loud motors

Legendary Origins

Though it may not chatter excitedly like other breeds, the sociable Pixiebob pos-
sesses an intelligence and curiosity that some attribute to its ancestors. Just who
those ancestors may be is a question surrounded with mystery and myth.
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Ann Brewer in the mid-1980s. Brewer obtained a male polydactyl kitten
whose bobbed tail, spotted coat and outgoing behavior captured her atten-
tion. The kitten’s background was shrouded in mystery, but Brewer found no
proofthat the kitten was the result of a mating between a domestic catand a

wild bobcat.

Brewer’s breeding efforts led to the Pixiebob that is known today, which
was accepted for championship status by The International Cat Association
in 1998. The breed continues to captivate cat enthusiasts at shows and
through television specials. In fact, several
of Fedewa’s Pixiebobs appeared on the
Animal Planet network’s Cats 101 series.

“T've heard that anumber of breeds are ‘dog-like,” explains the breeder from
Winter Park, Fla.
and obedient — which is a word not usually in the same sentence as ‘cat.’”
Fedewa points to the breed’s love of water as one of its more “dog-like”
qualities. “They can be better at taking a bath than my Sheltie!” she says.
Patricia Peters also notes the Pixiebob’s affection for getting wet.
“Keeping a Pixiebob out of the shower is like trying to keep a child from
splashing in apuddle,” explains the breeder from Long Beach, Calif.
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akinga stroll on aleash. Enjoying the waterin a
bath. Playing a game of fetch. These examples
illustrate just a few of the dog-like behaviors
Shari Fedewa notices daily in her Pixiebob cats.

THE
AFFECTIONATE
AND SOCIAL
PIXIEBOB
MAKES A
LOVING
FAMILY
COMPANION.

“Well, Pixiebobs like to ride in the car [and] are intelligent
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Fedewa says.

Peters mentions along-standing legend
that the Pixiebobis the result of a mating be-
tween awild bobcat and a domestic cat.
“Bobcat hybrids have not been proven,”
she says. “There is no bobcat blood in
the Pixieboh.”

Thebreed is the result of a careful
breeding program started by Carol

Although the Pixiebob is
an active cat, it can also
be very laid-back and relaxed.
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